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Innovative & Dynamic Rural Electrification Associations as part of a Vibrant Rural Alberta Community

AGM—A look at this year’s event
Another AGM is in the record books! If you were
able to attend this year’s event, we hope you
found the sessions, the information, and the
general feel of the conference to your liking.
What stood out was the relaxed and open atmosphere amongst delegates. There were few
complaints and, as always, many indicated their
thanks and appreciation for “another great conference.” We look forward to reviewing the survey comments and planning for 2018.
(See page 4 for more Conference highlights...)

Government Initiatives & REAs
Introduction
Rural Utilities (RU) has notified the Alberta Federation of Rural Electrification Associations (AFREA) of
three upcoming studies. The AFREA was asked by RU
to provide feedback including recommendations regarding the studies. It has always been our position
as the Federation to assist REAs by providing the
tools necessary to define and validate requirements
to operate a safe, cost-effective, and reliable electric
distribution system.
(Continued on page 3...)

What happens to Alberta farms when cities sprawl?
Any Albertan who drives the Calgary-Edmonton corridor has witnessed firsthand the spectacular unfolding of development around Alberta’s major cities. Calgary and Edmonton are
the two fastest growing metropolitan cities in Canada, according to recent 2016 census
data1 and there is no sign things are slowing down. In 1961, only 63 per cent of Albertans
lived in urban areas. Today over 83 per cent of Alberta is urban. In 1961, rural Albertans
made up 37 per cent of the population. Only 16 per cent of Albertans live in rural areas today. 2
(Continued on page 2...)

Quick Notes






Spring member AGMs are in the works—if you
require door prizes or representation from the
AFREA, please contact the Federation office.
The AFREA is continuing the conversation with
Members of the Legislature at our next MLA
Dinner & Dialog in April—networking allows
us to advocate for REAs—2017 and beyond!
2017 Summit of Cooperative Leaders—Wed.
May 3rd in Red Deer AB. More information
www.acca.coop/post/event/2017summit
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Summer—June 2017
Summer Workshops
11th Annual Charity Golf Classic—August 10th
REA Summer Event Promotion—have a Canada
150 celebration planned? Share the details with us!

AFREA Power Lines
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: What happens to Alberta farms when cities sprawl?
As cities absorb the influx, they may look to expand boundaries into neighbouring municipalities. The only
way land can be transferred from one municipality to another is through a legislated process called annexation, set out by the Alberta government. In brief, municipalities take the following steps:

Send a notice of intent to the Municipal Government Board (MGB) and affected municipality.

Discuss the proposal, consult the public and negotiate in good faith.

Send a report to the MGB.
The MGB responds with the following steps:

If the annexation is uncontested (i.e. signed consents from landowners), the application is processed.

If the annexation is contested, the MGB advertises for objections.

If there are objections and mediation fails to produce agreement, the MGB conducts a public hearing.

After the hearing, the MGB prepares a recommendation. The Government of Alberta makes the final
decision.
Annexation does not change who owns the land—only the municipality to which it belongs. So farmers living
in a county annexed by a city will begin to pay taxes to the city. The annexation sets out when the tax rate
will change—for example, farms may be taxed at the same rate for 20 years or more unless the land is subdivided or rezoned by the landowner.
The annexing city may provide the same services when it comes to plowing, grading, and weed control. However, bylaws around firearms, off-highway vehicles, and animal control may or may not change depending on
negotiated conditions. Certain businesses may be required to obtain licences.
How much agricultural land is lost to urban growth?
Some annexed agricultural land eventually gets rezoned for housing and other development. For example, in
annexation negotiations between the City of Edmonton and the County of Leduc, how much farmland to preserve over the next 30 to 50 years is a major topic of discussion. But province-wide statistics are spotty. Up to
1996, the Alberta government tracked the amount of agricultural land converted to other uses. Those reports show a loss of less than 1/10th of one per cent of total agricultural land (net) every five years. 3 Much of
the land converted, however, was highly productive crop land along the Highway 2 corridor. 4 In response to
concerns not enough is being done to stop residential growth, the Alberta government restarted its data collection in 2011.5 Preliminary numbers6 covering 2011-2015 are available; however, the first full report providing trend analysis and discussion is forthcoming.7
The good news is some municipalities facing annexation are asking what should be done now to protect
prime agricultural land. Farmers feeling the pressure of city development need to be able to keep doing
what’s necessary to farm—drive their equipment, spread manure, and feasibly expand their lands at agricultural, not development, prices.8 The talk is not just nostalgia about the farm way of life; it’s about whether
it’s in Alberta’s interests to preserve its agricultural sector as a food exporter of the future.
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First steps are being taken: Leduc County, for example, has written up a new agricultural policy calling for priority farming areas to be protected from fragmenting by industry and residential acreages. The Capital Region Board, which manages growth in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, put a section on agriculture into
its regional growth plan for the first time in 2016. An incredibly important question is starting to be discussed: is agricultural land worth more than a holding zone for development? 9 And what are the other implications of annexation to the rural economy and organizations such as REAs?
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Source: 2016 Census of Canada, ABGovernment, Office of Statistics and Information: 2016 census data
Source: Statistics Canada, Population, urban and rural, by province and territory (Alberta)
3
Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Land Use
4
Ibid.
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Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Fragmentation and Conversion of Agricultural Land in Alberta
6
Source: 2015 Land Use, Government of Alberta, Department of Agriculture & Forestry: Preliminary numbers
7
Source: Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, Fragmentation and Conversion: Frequently Asked Questions
8
Source: Edmonton Journal, Call to protect Edmonton-area farmland hits Capital Region this spring
9
Source: Spruce Grove Examiner/Stony Plain Reporter, Region needs to act now to preserve valuable farm land, study says
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Continued from Page 1—Government Initiatives & REAs—Rural Utilities Studies
It is our understanding the proposed Intermingle Electricity System Studies
will be focused on the following areas:
1.
Asset Evaluation—looks at the REA and their operational capabilities.
2.
Governance—one of the most important organizational tools to have
in place.
3.
Exclusive Rights.
Recent developments in this initiative prompted the AFREA to schedule district meetings to discuss the RU studies and specifically to gather any comments regarding an RFP (Request for Proposal) tender to be advertised. The
government will hire a qualified contractor to gather REA data for use in the
proposed studies, which are a means to determine workable solutions within the intermingled system. The ultimate goal for the AFREA is to ensure REA
sustainability as we work closely with members and Rural Utilities to provide
input to projects affecting the REA family.
Watch the AFREA E-News for updates on the REA studies.

Connect with us: www.afrea.ab.ca
Follow us on Twitter: @AFREA1

Find us on FACEBOOK
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2017 Conference Highlights (continued from page 1)

As previously mentioned, this year’s conference atmosphere was more relaxed and, therefore, conducive to greater participation from delegates. An encouraging detail was the attendance numbers
which showed a 145% increase over last year’s conference registration. There were 12 more REA
delegates, twice as many Government representatives and invited guests, and only 2 member REAs
were not represented. Survey comments were generally positive but the following stood out:








A few comments were made that reports should not be read and only summarized. We make it a point
to outline the most important details of the year in the power point slides and notes presented to the delegation. We do not read word for word the reports included in the program as we know you are fully capable of reading at your own leisure. It is important to review the work of the AFREA in some detail because we have the responsibility of representing you—our members—and you have the right to know
where your membership dollars are being spent. We will look at future presentations to ensure they are
covering the necessary points with only enough detail to keep you informed.
We thank you for your support in our recommendation for the new bylaw regarding AFREA investment.
The bylaw will allow the AREA Board of Directors to consider options when investing money for the organization with a eye to return on investment and protecting the company assets. We also consider term
and fluidity so the ability to perform our job is not compromised with inaccessible funds. Information
about the bylaw was made available at the Fall District Meetings, through notification mailed to members within the required timeframe, and with an accompanying information sheet in the conference program booklet.
The conference venue—Fantasyland Hotel—received positive comments from a majority of survey participants. Of the 83% of those surveyed who stayed at the conference hotel, 94% rated the facility as
excellent / good. Meals rated high and 83% suggested the same venue for our next AGM. The staff and
services they provide go above and beyond—making it a positive conference experience for all involved.
The silent and live auction raised $2,853.00—thank you for your item donation and participation in the
Welcome Reception activities. Over 70% of you liked/participated in the Silent Auction and 90% want
the live auction to continue. Money raised that evening will go to support programs at Gold Eye Centre.

End of the Line…
Heard at the session—Responsibilities of a Board:

“Board Governance is always relevant.”
“This was a valuable session that showed that time used for discussing strategy is not wasted.”
“Very good ideas but no idea how to generate the energy to begin this work.”

Heard at the session—Climate Change:

“I just became a board member. Information was very useful. Excellent information and speakers.”
“The speakers were informative, but the unknown seemed to dominate. Our government has left them illprepared to give clear information.”
“Excellent insight into what REAs will have to deal with operationally. Also, to be proactive when it comes to
dealing with incurred expenses.”
“More questions than answers.”
If you have any announcements or stories you would like to share,
please send them to janeth@afrea.ab.ca
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