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Innovative & Dynamic Rural Electrification Associations as part of a Vibrant Rural Alberta Community

Celebrating Canada’s 150th Birthday
A celebration the magnitude of Canada’ birthday, allows the REA a base for community events in order to
increase their visibility to friends, family, and neighbors—members and non-members alike. As in the
same spirit of International Year of the Co-op (IYC) in 2012, the momentum of events—national, provincial, and local—springboards the REA into a ready-made party. As suggested before, work with other coops to bring your community together in an economical way supporting one another in the rural cause.
Here are some summer ideas for your REA:
•

Although Canada Day—July 1st—is done, the country is celebrating 150 years all year long. Every
community in Alberta seems to have special events in the works and you can use this to make it
even bigger by showing your REA Canada spirit!

•

Community BBQs? AG Society functions? Rodeos or Fair Days? Information and free giveaways engage the public—remember to cater to the kids. They are the REA future.

•

On social media, use the profile picture frame that features the Canada 150 logo (Facebook) and use
the hashtag #CANADA150 (Twitter) to highlight your “Canadian flavor” posts. If you auto post to
Twitter from Facebook, throw in the hashtag there, too. Here is the link to the Canada150 Facebook
frame: http://communityfoundations.ca/use-canada-150-facebook-frame/

•

If you have an event you would like us to promote, send the AFREA the details and we will include it
on our social media platforms. We would love to include it on our web site, too—so send us a story
and some photos to share!

•

Above all, have fun promoting your REA and ensuring recognition in your rural community.

Quick Notes
•

•

•

Work continues on the Rural Utilities Regulation Matrix as we compile content and feedback
received. Thank you for your input!
More information will be forthcoming, but the
AFREA will be providing the Business Management System to members in order to get your
REA up to compliance—at no charge!
If you have any summer events—take photos
and post them on social media. We’d love to
“like them and share them!”
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Intermingled Electricity System Studies
It is our understanding the proposed Intermingled Electricity System Studies will be focused on the following areas:
1.
Asset Evaluation—looks at the REA and their operational capabilities.
2.
Governance—one of the most important organizational tools to have in place.
3.
Exclusive Rights.
The government will hire a qualified third-party contractor to gather REA data for use in the proposed
studies, which are a means to determine workable solutions within the intermingled system. The ultimate
goal for the AFREA is to ensure REA sustainability as we work closely with our members and Rural Utilities
to provide input to projects affecting the REA family. A recent change to the Rural Utilities department
personnel is not expected to alter the direction of this study.
Watch the AFREA E-News for updates on the REA studies.

Proceeding 22164: FortisAlberta Inc. (FAI) Application for Orders Confirming Boundaries of
FAI Exclusive Franchise Areas.
The following is an update on a dispute between several REAs and FortisAlberta Inc., that is before the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). This dispute involves a legal process much like a lawsuit between us and Fortis
that will be decided by the AUC through adjudication. The dispute is based on Fortis’ request that municipal
franchise agreements apply to all annexed lands. In our opinion, that is not how REAs and utility companies
have previously worked with municipalities when annexing rural lands. Therefore, the REAs affected and the
AFREA have opposed Fortis’ application to the AUC and will continue to engage in actively opposing it until
the AUC provides a ruling.
Those REAs impacted directly are working with other REAs and the Alberta Federation of REAs (AFREA) to
represent your interests. AFREA has hired legal counsel to ensure that the interests of our REA, the other
named REAs, and you—our members—are represented in this legal process. At this point, the legal process
has involved a written statement from Fortis, our questions about that statement, and Fortis’ responses to
those questions.
Recently we submitted additional facts, we believe to be relevant, that were not included in Fortis’ original
statement (application). We are hopeful these additional facts will help clarify our perspective on your behalf, and that the AUC will decide to dismiss Fortis’ application.
It is unclear at this point when we might expect a decision from the AUC. Their decision, when it is released,
will be legally binding in much the same way a judge’s decision is binding in a law suit. We will continue to
keep you informed as we work through the process and await the AUC decision. The AFREA will continue to
represent you to the best of our ability. If you have any questions or concerns, we encourage you to contact
Al Nagel, CEO at the Federation office.
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Summer Technical Session
The AFREA will host a summer workshop session from 9:00 am—3:30 pm on Wednesday, August 23rd at the
Best Western Denham Inn in Leduc. The purpose of the summer session is to provide updates on initiatives
and proceedings where the AFREA is representing REAs. The update will provide a status on the projects, as
well as, give individuals a chance to ask questions and open a dialog for discussion. There are several important proceedings this year that may have a significant impact on the REA depending upon outcomes. The
AFREA has retained legal counsel and consultants who work to our specifications and in your best interests.
A DRAFT Agenda and a registration form were emailed to all directors and managers on Thursday, July 20th.
If you did not receive a copy, please let the office know and it can be sent out to you as several emails tend to
bounce back content sent from the AFREA. Check with your secretary or manager for your REA sign-up so we
receive your registration numbers for catering numbers.
Breakfast and lunch is included. There is no charge for members, but non-members have been invited with a
registration fee of $50 per director. Topics to be covered:
•

AUC Proceeding 22164—FortisAlberta Inc. Applications for Orders Confirming Boundaries of FAI
Exclusive Franchise Areas

•

AUC Proceeding 22534—Distribution Connection Generation

•

Micro-Generation Rule 024 and Impact on REAs

•

Regulated Rate Option (RRO) and impact of 6.8¢ price cap

We hope to see all REAs represented. Mark the date and register today.

AFREA E-News
Are you getting your AFREA E-News each week? It’s a great way to keep up on the current
happenings and events, immediate news and links. It’s delivered to your inbox each Saturday to the email address we have on file. Make sure you inform the office of any changes
to your email address. Not getting the E-News? Send us an email to confirm your email address and we will make sure you are added to our email list.
Connect with us: www.afrea.ab.ca

Follow us on Twitter: @AFREA1

Find us on FACEBOOK
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10th Annual Charity Golf Classic
Tee off this year is on Thursday, August 10th at Goose Hummock for
the Federation co-hosted charity event. Over the last 10 years the
Alberta Federation of REAs (AFREA) and the Federation of Alberta
Gas Co-ops (FEDgas) have raised over a 1/4 million dollars for the
MS Society—Alberta & NWT Division!
The popular tournament usually sells out the 172 golf spots with a
cancellation list so get your registrations in quick if you plan to play.
Sponsor spots are filling in nicely, too, but we can always use prizes—so if your REA wants to donate something please let us know—
it is much appreciated!

Money raised through this charity event is channeled into rural programs to assist those living with MS. It allows them easier access to
information and supports especially when it is difficult to get to
larger centers.

Update:
As of July 31st, 172 golfers are registered!!
End of the Line…

If you have any announcements or stories you would like to share,
please send them to janeth@afrea.ab.ca
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